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MENA Women’s Economic Forum Participates in 2025 MENA YES Summit in Amman

The Livonia, Michigan based Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Women’s Economic Forum (WEF) sent three delegates to the 2025 MENA Youth Employment Summit (YES) in Amman, Jordan on October 20 - 21, 2025. The summit brought together stakeholders representing multiple countries, sectors and age groups to co-create innovative solutions and foster collaboration. Through expert panels, interactive sessions, workshops, and roundtable discussions, participants explored diverse topics impacting youth and women’s employment and entrepreneurship.  

Dr. Jumana Judeh, Founder and C.E.O. of MENA WEF, Nabeleh Ghareeb, C.O.O. of MENA WEF, and Barbara Peitsch of the University of Michigan and a Sr. Consultant to MENA WEF, represented the organization and actively participated in the workshops and roundtable discussions, specifically around the issue of women’s entrepreneurship and employment.

Issues tackled over the two-day summit included Women’s Economic Opportunity and Labor Market Participation – identifying and breaking down barriers to ensure women have equitable access to opportunities; Jobs in the Green and Circular Economy -- elevating youth-led innovation for climate action, while building community resilience and expanding green economic pathways for young people; Artificial Intelligence and the Digital Economy -- fostering equitable access to AI tools and skills, and unlocking opportunities for youth to shape the future of work, learning, and innovation; and Mental Health & Psychosocial Support -- strengthening systems that support the resilience and well-being of women and youth, and ensuring access to the resources they need to thrive.

The two-day event concluded with the development of a shared action agenda, designed to drive meaningful improvements in youth and women’s employment outcomes across the region. MENA WEF remains committed to empowering women and youth and hopes to build on the newly established connections in the MENA region and globally to make that happen.  
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